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1.1 Course -I: Understanding Political Theory 

 

Course Objective: This course is divided into five units. The units introduce the students to 

the idea of political theory, its history and approaches, and an assessment of its critical and 

contemporary trends. Further the last two units tend to reconcile political theory and practice 

through reflections on the ideas and practices related to State, Citizenship and Democracy. 

 

Total Lectures and Tutorials - 84                          
 

Unit-I: What is Politics: Theorizing the ‘Political’ 

What is Theory? What is Political? Why do we need Political Theory? Evolution of 

Political Theory; Approaches to Political Theory-Normative, Historical and Empirical 

     13 Lectures and 4 Tutorials  

Unit-II: Traditions of Political Theory 

Liberal Tradition: Meaning, history of liberalism, Phases of liberalism and their 

features-Classical-contractarianism, Modern-individual autonomy, welfare state and 

Utilitarianism and distributive justice  

Marxist tradition: Introducing Marxism- dialectical materialism, historical 

materialism and the concept of class war, dictatorship of proletariat and classless 

society. 

Multiculturalism: meaning and evolution, models of multiculturalism- hybridity, 

constitutional diversity, right to cultural membership             13 Lectures and 4 

Tutorials 

Unit –III:  Critical and Contemporary Perspectives in Political Theory: Feminist - Feminism: 

Meaning, Types- Liberal, Marxist, Radical and Third World Feminisms: Features, 

Strength and Weakness; Postmodern- Meaning, Development, Difference between 

postmodernism and modernism                       13 Lectures and 4 Tutorials 

Unit-IV: Political Theory and Practice-I: Citizenship- meaning, types-active and passive 

liberal and universal citizenship, feminism and citizenship, Marxist critique of 

citizenship; Types of State- Patriarchal State- Liberal and Marxist, State and Civil 

Society                 13 Lectures and 4 Tutorials 

Unit-V: Political Theory and Practice-II: Democracy- Direct, Liberal, Procedural, 

Deliberative; Debates- Democracy and Difference, Representation and Participation, 

Democracy and Development                         12 Lectures and 4 Tutorials 
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Reading List: 

 Bhargava, R. (2008) ‘What is Political Theory’, in Bhargava, R and Acharya, A. 

(eds.) Political Theory: An Introduction. New Delhi: Pearson Longman, pp. 2-16. 

 Bellamy, R. (1993) ‘Introduction: The Demise and Rise of Political Theory’, in 

Bellamy, R.(ed.) Theories and Concepts of Politics. New York: Manchester 

University Press, pp. 1-14. 

 Glaser, D. (1995) ‘Normative Theory’, in Marsh, D. and Stoker, G. (eds.) Theory and 

Methods in Political Science. London: Macmillan, pp. 21-40. 

 Sanders, D. (1995) ‘Behavioral Analysis’, in Marsh, D. and Stoker, G. (eds.) Theory 

and Methods in Political Science. London: Macmillan, pp. 58-75. 

 Chapman, J. (1995) ‘The Feminist Perspective’, in Marsh, D. and Stoker, G. (eds.) 

Theory and Methods in Political Science. London: Macmillan, pp. 94-114. 

 Bharghava, R, ‘Why Do We Need Political Theory’, in Bhargava, R. and Acharya, A. 

(eds.) 

 Political Theory: An Introduction. New Delhi: Pearson Longman, pp. 17-36. 

 Bannett, J. (2004) ‘Postmodern Approach to Political Theory’, in Kukathas, Ch. and 

Gaus, 

 G. F. (eds.) Handbook of Political Theory. New Delhi: Sage, pp. 46-54. 

 Vincent, A. (2004) The Nature of Political Theory. New York: Oxford University 

Press, 2004, pp.19-80. 

 Srinivasan, J. (2008) ‘Democracy’, in Bhargava, R. and Acharya, A. (eds.) Political 

Theory:An Introduction. New Delhi: Pearson Longman, pp. 106-128. 

 Owen, D. (2003) ‘Democracy’, in Bellamy, R. and Mason, A. (eds.) Political 

Concepts.Manchester and New York: Manchester University Press, pp. 105-117. 

 Christiano, Th. (2008) ‘Democracy’, in Mckinnon, C. (ed.) Issues in Political Theory, 

NewYork: Oxford University Press, pp. 80-96. 

 Arblaster, A. (1994) Democracy. (2nd Edition). Buckingham: Open University Press. 

 Roy, A. ‘Citizenship’, in Bhargava, R. and Acharya, A. (eds.) Political Theory: An 

Introduction. New Delhi: Pearson Longman, pp. 130-146.  

 Brighouse, H. (2008) ‘Citizenship’, in Mckinnon, C. (ed.) Issues in Political Theory, 

New York: Oxford University Press, pp. 241-258. 

 Andrew Heywood, Political Ideologies: An Introduction, Palgrave Macmillan, 2012 

 Gauba, O.P., An Introduction to Political Theory, MacMillan India Ltd, Delhi, 2007 

 Dutta, Akhil Ranjan, Political Theory: Issues and Debates, Arun Prakashan, 

Guwahati, 2011 
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2.1 Course III: Political Theory: Concepts and Debates 

 

This course is divided into five units. The Course helps the student familiarize with the basic 

normative concepts of political theory. Each concept is related to a crucial political issue that 

requires analysis with the aid of our conceptual understanding. This exercise is designed to 

encourage critical and reflective analysis and interpretation of social practices through the 

relevant conceptual toolkit. Further this course introduces the students to the important 

debates in the subject. These debates prompt us to consider that there is no settled way of 

understanding concepts and that in the light of new insights and challenges, besides newer 

ways of perceiving and interpreting the world around us, we inaugurate new modes of 

political debates. 

 

Total Lectures and Tutorials - 84                     

 

  

Unit-I: Freedom: Negative Freedom: Liberty; Positive Freedom: Freedom as Emancipation 

and Development, freedom and other concepts- equality, rights, Freedom of belief, 

expression and dissent.             13 Lectures and 4 Tutorials 

 

Unit-II: Equality – Types- Formal, Procedural, Substantive, Equality of Opportunity; 

Political equality-in terms of political relations as citizens; equal distribution of 

political power and influence; Egalitarianism: Background inequalities and 

differential treatment and Affirmative action                   13 Lectures and 4 Tutorials 

 

Unit- III. Indispensability of Justice -Procedural Justice- justice as Entitlement;  

Distributive Justice-Justice as distribution and its communitarian critique; Justice as 

capabilities and freedom; feminist accounts of Justice; Difference between 

procedural and substantial justice                       13 Lectures and 4 Tutorials 

 

Unit- IV. The Universality of Rights- Natural Rights-features, contractual and teleological 

views of natural rights; Moral rights and legal rights-their difference from natural 

rights, Bill of Rights versus common law, UDHR as moral rights; Three Generation 

of Rights; Rights and Obligations             13 Lectures and 4 Tutorials 

 

Unit-V:  Major Debates – Relationship between state, political obligation and civil 

disobedience; challenges to the sovereignty of the State; Universality of human 

rights and cultural relativism; multiculturalism and tolerance; multiculturalism 

and the new wars of Religion (clashes of civilization) 12 Lectures and 4 Tutorials 

 

Reading List:  

 Mckinnon, Catriona (ed.) Issues in Political Theory, New York: Oxford University 

Press 

 Knowles, Dudley. (2001) Political Philosophy. London: Routledge 

 Swift, Adam. (2001) Political Philosophy: A Beginners Guide for Student’s and 

Politicians. Cambridge: Polity Press 
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 Carter, Ian. (2003) ‘Liberty’, in Bellamy, Richard and Mason, Andrew (eds.). 

Political Concepts. Manchester: Manchester University Press, pp. 4-15. 

 Bhargava, Rajeev and Acharya, Ashok. (eds.) Political Theory: An Introduction. New 

Delhi: Pearson Longman Bedau, Hugo Adam. (2003) ‘Capital Punishment’, in 

LaFollette, Hugh (ed.). The Oxford Handbook of Practical Ethics. New York: Oxford 

University Press, pp. 705-733 

 Bellamy, Richard and Mason, Andrew (eds.). Political Concepts. Manchester: 

Manchester University Press 

 Andrew Heywood, Political Ideologies: An Introduction, Palgrave Macmillan, 2012 

 Gauba, O.P., An Introduction to Political Theory, MacMillan India Ltd, Delhi, 2007 

 Dutta, Akhil Ranjan, Political Theory: Issues and Debates, Arun Prakashan, 

Guwahati, 2011 

 Bellamy Richard.(ed.) Theories and Concepts of Politics. New York: Manchester 

University Press Amoah, Jewel. (2007) ‘The World on Her Shoulders: The Rights of 

the Girl-Child in the Context of Culture & Identity’, in Essex Human Rights Review, 

4(2), pp. 1-23. 

 Working Group on the Girl Child (2007), A Girl’s Right to Live: Female Foeticide 

and Girl Infanticide, available on http://www.crin.org/docs/Girl’s infanticide CSW 

2007 
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3.3 Course VII: Perspectives on International Relations and World History 

 
Course Objective: This paper seeks to equip students with the basic intellectual tools for 

understanding International Relations. It introduces students to some of the most important 

theoretical approaches for studying international relations. The course begins by historically 

contextualizing the evolution of the international state system before discussing the agency 

structure problem through the levels-of-analysis approach. After having set the parameters of 

the debate, students are introduced to different theories in International Relations. It provides 

a fairly comprehensive overview of the major political developments and events starting from 

the twentieth century. Students are expected to learn about the key milestones in world 

history and equip them with the tools to understand and analyze the same from different 

perspectives. A key objective of the course is to make students aware of the implicit Euro - 

centricism of International Relations by highlighting certain specific perspectives from the 

Global South. 

 

Total Lectures and Tutorials - 84  

 

Unit-I: Studying International Relations                                     13 Lectures and 4 Tutorials 

Understanding International Relations: Levels of Analysis (Domestic, Regional and 

Systemic) 

History and IR: Emergence of the International State System 

Pre-Westphalia and Westphalia 

Post-Westphalia 

 

Unit-II: Theoretical Perspectives                                                  13 Lectures and 4 Tutorials 

Classical Realism & Neo-Realism  

Liberalism & Neo-liberalism 

 

Unit-III: Critical Perspectives                                                    13 Lectures and 4 Tutorials 

Marxist Approaches 

Feminist Perspectives 

Euro-centricism and Perspectives from the Global South 

 

Unit-IV: An Overview of Twentieth Century IR History           13 Lectures and 4 Tutorials 

World War I: Causes and Consequences 

Significance of the Bolshevik Revolution 

Rise of Fascism / Nazism 

World War II: Causes and Consequences 

 

Unit-V: Cold War and Post-Cold War                                       12 Lectures and 4 Tutorials 

Cold War: Different Phases 

Emergence of the Third World 

Collapse of the USSR and the End of the Cold War 

Post-Cold War Developments and Emergence of Other Centers of Power 
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Essential Readings: 

 M. Nicholson, (2002) International Relations: A Concise Introduction, New York: 

Palgrave, pp. 1-4. 

 R. Jackson and G. Sorensen, (2007) Introduction to International Relations: Theories 

and Approches, 3rd Edition, Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 2-7 

 S. Joshua. Goldstein and J. Pevehouse, (2007) International Relations, New York: 

Pearson Longman, 2007, pp. 29-35 

 C. Brown and K. Ainley, (2009) Understanding International Relations, Basingstoke: 

Palgrave, pp. 1-16.  

 K. Mingst and J. Snyder, (2011) Essential Readings in International Relations, New 

York: W.W. Nortan and Company, pp. 1-15.  

 M. Smith and R. Little, (eds) (2000) ‘Introduction’, in Perspectives on World Politics, 

New York: Routledge, 2000, 1991, pp. 1-17. 

 J. Baylis and S. Smith (eds), (2008) The Globalization of World Politics: An 

Introduction to International Relations, New York: Oxford University Press, pp. 1-6. 

 R. Mansbach and K. Taylor, (2008) Introduction to Global Politics, New York: 

Routledge, pp. 2-32. 

 RumkiBasu, (ed)(2012) International Politics: Concepts, Theories and Issues New 

Delhi, Sage. 

 R. Mansbach and K. Taylor, (2012) Introduction to Global Politics, New York: 

Routledge, pp.33-68.  

 K. Mingst, (2011) Essentials of International Relations, New York: W.W. Nortan and 

Company, pp. 16-63. 

 P. Viotti and M. Kauppi, (2007) International Relations and World Politics: Security, 

Economy, Identity, Pearson Education, pp. 40-85. 

 J. Baylis, S. Smith and P. Owens, (2008) The Globalization of World Politics: An 

Introduction to International Relations, New York: Oxford University Press, pp. 36-

89. 

 R. Mansbach and K. Taylor, (2008) Introduction to Global Politics, New York: 

Routledge, pp. 70-135. 

 J Goldstein and J. Pevehouse, (2007) International Relations, New York: Pearson 

Longman, pp. 50-69.  

 E. Hobsbawm, (1995) Age of Extremes: The Short Twentieth Century 1914-1991, 

Vikings. 

 S. Lawson, (2003) International Relations, Cambridge: Polity Press, pp. 21-60. 

 J. Singer, (1961) ‘The International System: Theoretical Essays’, World Politics, Vol. 

14(1), pp. 77-92. 

 B. Buzan, (1995) ‘The Level of Analysis Problem in International Relations 

Reconsidered,’ in K. Booth and S. Smith, (eds), International Relations Theory 

Today, Pennsylvania: The Pennsylvania State University Press, pp. 198-216. 

 K. Mingst, (2011) Essentials of International Relations, New York: W.W. Nortan and 

Company, pp. 93-178. 

 J. Goldstein and J. Pevehouse, (2007) International Relations, New York: Pearson 

Longman, pp. 35-49. 

 K. Waltz, (1959) Man, The State and War, Columbia: Columbia University Press.  

 E. Carr, (1981) The Twenty Years Crisis, 1919-1939: An Introduction to the Study of 

International Relations, London: Macmillan, pp. 63-94. 
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 H. Morgenthau, (2007) ‘Six Principles of Political Realism’, in R. Art and R. Jervis, 

International Politics, 8th Edition, New York: Pearson Longman, pp. 7-14. 

 T. Dunne and B. Scmidt, (2008) ‘Realism’, in J. Baylis and S. Smith (eds), The 

Globalization of World Politics: An Introduction to International Relations, New 

York: Oxford University Press, pp. 90-107. 

 K. Waltz, (2007) ‘The Anarchic Structure of World Politics’, in R. Art and R. Jervis, 

International Politics, 8th Edition, New York: Pearson Longman, pp. 29-49. 

 M. Nicholson, (2002) International Relations: A Concise Introduction, New York: 

Palgrave, pp. 6-7. 

 H. Bull, (2000) ‘The Balance of Power and International Order’, in M. Smith and R. 

Little (eds), Perspectives on World Politics, New York: Routledge, pp. 115-124. 

 T. Dunne, (2008) ‘Liberalism’, in J. Baylis and S. Smith (eds.), The Globalization of 

World Politics: An Introduction to International Relations, New York: Oxford 

University Press, pp.108-123. 

 R. Keohane and J. Nye, (2000) ‘Transgovernmental Relations and the International 

Organization’, in M. Smith and R. Little (eds.), Perspectives on World Politics, New 

York: Routledge, pp. 229-241. 

 J. Goldstein and J. Pevehouse, (2007) International Relations, New York: Pearson 

Longman, pp. 127-137. 

 R. Jackson and G. Sorensen, (2007) Introduction to International Relations: Theories 

and Approaches, 3rd Edition, Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 97-128. 

 I. Wallerstein, (2000) ‘The Rise and Future Demise of World Capitalist System: 

Concepts for Comparative Analysis’, in Michael Smith and Richard Little (eds), 

Perspectives on World Politics, New York: Routledge, pp. 305-317. 

 S. Hobden and R. Jones, (2008) ‘Marxist Theories of International Relations’ in J. 

Baylis and S. Smith (eds), The Globalization of World Politics: An Introduction to 

International Relations, New York: Oxford University Press, pp. 142-149; 155-158. 

 J. Galtung, (2000) ‘A Structural Theory of Imperialism’, in M. Smith and R. Little, 

(eds), Perspectives on World Politics, New York: Routledge, pp. 292-304. 

 A. Frank, (1966) ‘The Development of Underdevelopment’ Monthly Review, pp. 17-

30. 

 P. Viotti and M. Kauppi (2007), International Relations and World Politics: Security, 

Economy, Identity, Pearson Education, pp. 40-85. 

 Modern History Sourcebook: Summary of Wallerstein on World System Theory, 

Available at http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/Wallerstein.asp, Accessed: 

19.04.2013 

 J. Tickner, (2007) ‘A Critique of Morgenthau’s Principles of Political Realism’, in R. 

Art and R. Jervis, International Politics, 8th Edition, New York: Pearson Longman, 

pp. 15-28. 

 F. Halliday, (1994) Rethinking International Relations, London: Macmillan, pp. 147-

166. 

 M. Nicholson, International Relations: A Concise Introduction, New York: Palgrave, 

2002, pp.120-122. 

 J. Goldstein and J. Pevehouse, (2007) International Relations, New York: Pearson 

Longman, pp. 138-148.  

 S. Smith and P. Owens, (2008) ‘Alternative Approaches to International Theory’ in J. 

Baylis and S. Smith (eds), The Globalization of World Politics: An Introduction to 

International Relations, New York: Oxford University Press, pp. 181-184. 
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 A. Acharya and B. Buzan, (2007) ‘Why Is There No Non- Western IR Theory: 

Reflections on and From Asia’, International Relations Of The Asia- Pacific, Vol 

7(3), pp. 285-286. 

 T. Kayaoglu, (2010) 'Westphalian Eurocentrism in I R Theory', in International 

Studies Review, Vol. 12(2), pp. 193-217. 

 O. Weaver and A. Tickner, (2009) ‘Introduction: Geocultural Epistemologies’, in A. 

Tickner and O. Waever (eds), International Relations: Scholarship Around The 

World, London: Routledge, pp. 1-31. 

 R. Kanth (ed), (2009) The Challenge of Eurocentris: Global Perspectives,Policy& 

Prospects, New York: Palgrave-McMillan. 

 S. Amin, (2010) Eurocentrism: Modernity, Religion & Democracy, New York: 

Monthly Review Press. 

 Hobsbawm, E. (1995) Age of Extreme: The Short Twentieth Century, 1914—1991. 

London: Abacus, pp. 22-35. 

 Carr, E.H. (2004) International Relations between the Two World Wars: 1919-1939. 

New York: Palgrave, pp. 197-231 and 258-278. 

 Taylor, A.J.P. (1961) The Origins of the Second World War. Harmondsworth: 

Penguin, pp.29-65. 

 Carrtuthers, S.L. (2005) ‘International History, 1900-1945’ in Baylis, J. and Smith, S. 

(eds.) (2008) The Globalization of World Politics. An Introduction to International 

Relations. 4th edn. Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 76-84. 

 Calvocoressi, P. (2001) World Politics: 1945—2000. Essex: Pearson, pp. 3-91.  

  Baylis, J. and Smith, S. (eds.) (2008) The Globalization of World Politics. An 

Introduction to International Relations. 4th edn. Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 

93-101. 

 Brezeznski, Z. (2005) Choice: Global Dominance or Global Leadership. New York: 

Basic Books, pp. 85-127.34 

 Gill, S. (2005) ‘Contradictions of US Supremacy’ in Panitch, L. and Leys, C. (eds.) 

Socialist Register: The Empire Reloaded. London: Merlin Press. 2004, London, 

Merlin Press and New York, Monthly Review Press. Socialist Register, pp.24-47. 

 Therborn, G. (2006) ‘Poles and Triangles: US Power and Triangles of Americas, Asia 

and Europe’ in Hadiz, V.R. (ed.) Empire and Neo Liberalism in Asia. London: 

Routledge, pp.23-37. 
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Semester-V: 

 

 DSE-2A: Human Rights in Comparative Perspective 

 

 

Course objective: This course attempts to build an understanding of human rights among 

students through a study of specific issues in a comparative perspective. It is important for 

students to see how debates on human rights have taken distinct forms historically and in the 

contemporary world. The course seeks to anchor all issues in the Indian context, and pulls out 

another country to form a broader comparative frame. Students will be expected to use a 

range of resources, including films, biographies, and official documents to study each theme. 

Thematic discussion of sub-topics in the second and third sections should include state 

response to issues and structural violence questions. 

Total Lectures and Tutorials – 84 

 

Unit-I: Human Rights: Theory and Institutionalization: Understanding Human Rights, 

Philosophical Foundations of Human Rights- Utilitarian Rights, Natural Rights, 

Positivist School, Asian Values, Three Generations of Rights 

13 Lectures and 4 Tutorials 

Unit-II: Institutional Arrangements-United Nations, Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights, International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), International 

Covenant on Economic Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), Optional Protocols 

13 Lectures and 4 Tutorials 

Unit-III: Rights in National Constitutions: South Africa and India 

13 Lectures and 4 Tutorials 

Unit-IV: Issues of Human Rights: Torture: USA and India, Surveillance and Censorship: 

China and India, Terrorism and Insecurity of Minorities: USA and India 

13 Lectures and 4 Tutorials 

Unit-V:Structural Violence: Caste and Race: South Africa and India, Gender and Violence: 

India and Pakistan, Adivasis/Aboriginals, the Land Question: Australia and India 

12 Lectures and 4 Tutorials 

 

READING LIST 

 J. Hoffman and P. Graham, (2006) ‘Human Rights’, Introduction to Political Theory, 

Delhi, Pearson, pp. 436-458. 

 SAHRDC (2006) ‘Introduction to Human Rights’; ‘Classification of Human Rights: 

An Overview of the First, Second, and Third Generational Rights’, in Introducing 

Human Rights, New Delhi: Oxford University Press. 

 The Constitution of the Republic of South Africa, Chapter 2: Bill of Rights. 

 The Constitution of India, Chapter 3: Fundamental Rights 

 M. Lippman, (1979) ‘The Protection of Universal Human Rights: The Problem of 

Torture’ Universal Human Rights, Vol. 1(4), pp. 25-55  

 J. Lokaneeta, (2011) ‘Torture in the TV Show 24: Circulation of Meanings’; 
‘Jurisprudence on Torture and Interrogations in India’, in Transnational Torture Law, 

Violence, and State Power in the United States and India, Delhi: Orient Blackswan, 

 D. O’Byrne, (2007) Human Rights: An Introduction, Delhi: Pearson 
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 D. Lyon, (2008) Surveillance Society, Talk for Festival del Diritto, Piacenza, Italia, 

September 28, pp.1-7. 

 U. Hualing, (2012) ‘Politicized Challenges, Depoliticized Responses: Political 

Monitoring in China’s Transitions’, paper presented at a conference on States of 

Surveillance: Counter-Terrorism and Comparative Constitutionalism, at the 

University of New South Wales, Sydney, 13-14 December. 

 U. Singh, (2012) ‘Surveillance Regimes in India’, paper presented at a conference on 

States of Surveillance: Counter-Terrorism and Comparative Constitutionalism, at the 

University of New South Wales, Sydney, 13-14 December. 

 E. Scarry, (2010) ‘Resolving to Resist’, in Rule of Law, Misrule of Men, Cambridge: 

Boston 

Review Books, MIT, pp.1-53. 

 M. Ahmad, (2002) ‘Homeland Insecurities: Racial Violence the Day after September 

11’,Social Text, 72, Vol. 20(3), pp. 101-116. 

 U. Singh, (2007) ‘The Unfolding of Extraordinariness: POTA and the Construction of 

Suspect Communities’, in The State, Democracy and Anti-terror Laws in India, Delhi: 

Sage Publications, pp.165-219 

 A. Pinto, (2001) ‘UN Conference against Racism: Is Caste Race?’, in Economic and 

Political Weekly, Vol. 36(30) 

 R. Wasserstorm, (2006), ‘Racism, Sexism, and Preferential Treatment: An approach 

to the Topics’, in R. Goodin and P. Pettit, Contemporary Political Philosophy: an 

Anthology, Oxford: Blackwell, pp-549-574 

 R. Wolfrum, (1998) ‘Discrimination, Xenophobia and Racism’ in J. Symonides, 

Human Rights: New Dimensions and Challenges, Aldershot, Ashgate/UNESCO, 

pp.181-198. 

 A. Khan and R. Hussain, (2008), ‘Violence Against Women in Pakistan: Perceptions 

and Experiences of Domestic Violence’, Asian Studies Review, Vol. 32, pp. 239 – 253 

 K.Kannabiran (2012) ‘Rethinking the Constitutional Category of Sex’, in Tools of 

Justice: Non-Discrimination and the Indian Constitution, New Delhi, Routledge, 

pp.425-443 

 N. Menon (2012) ‘Desire’, Seeing Like a Feminist, New Delhi: Zubaan/Penguin, pp. 

91-146 

 H. Goodall, (2011) ‘International Indigenous Community Study: Adivasi Indigenous 

People in India’, in A. Cadzow and J. Maynard (eds.), Aboriginal Studies, Melbourne: 

Nelson Cengage Learning, pp.254-259.  

 K. Kannabiran, (2012) ‘Adivasi Homelands and the Question of Liberty’, in Tools of 

Justice: Non-Discrimination and the Indian Constitution, New Delhi: Routledge, 

pp.242-271. 

 N. Watson (2011) ‘Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Identities’ in A. Cadzow and 

J. Maynard (eds.), Aboriginal Studies, Melbourne: Nelson Cengage Learning, pp.43-

52. 

 W. Fernandes (2008) ‘India's Forced Displacement Policy and Practice. Is 

Compensation up to its Functions?’, in M. Cernea and H. Mathus (eds), Can 

Compensation Prevent Impoverishment? Reforming Resettlement through Investments 

and Benefit-Sharing, pp. 181-207, New Delhi: Oxford University Press. 

 A. Laws and V. Iacopino, (2002) ‘Police Torture in Punjab, India: An Extended 

Survey’, in Health and Human Rights, Vol. 6(1), pp. 195-210 
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 J. Morsink, (1999) The Universal Declaration of Human Rights: Origins, Drafting 

and Intent, Philadelphia: University of Pensylvania Press, pp. ix-xiv  

 J. Nickel, (1987) Making Sense of Human Rights: Philosophical Reflections on the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Berkeley: University of California Press. 

 J. Goldman, (2005) ‘Of Treaties and Torture: How the Supreme Court Can Restrain 

the Executive’, in Duke Law Journal, Vol. 55(3), pp. 609-640. 

 K. Tsutsui and C. Wotipka, (2004) Global Civil Society and the International Human 

Rights Movement: Citizen Participation in Human Rights International 

Nongovernmental Organizations, in Social Forces, Vol. 83(2), pp. 587-620. 

 L. Rabben, (2001) Amnesty International: Myth and Reality, in Agni, No. 54, 

Amnesty International Fortieth Anniversary pp. 8-28 

 M. Mohanty, (2010) ‘In Pursuit of People’s Rights: An Introduction’, in M. Mohanty 

et al., Weapon of the Oppressed: Inventory of People’s Rights in India, New Delhi: 

Danish Books, pp.1-11 

 M. Cranston, (1973) What are Human Rights? New York: Taplinger 

 M. Ishay, (2004) The History of Human Rights: From Ancient Times to the 

Globalization Era, Delhi: Orient Blackswan. 

 R. Sharan, (2009) ‘Alienation and Restoration of Tribal Land in Jharkhand in N 

Sundar (ed.) Legal Grounds, New Delhi: Oxford University Press, pp. 82-112 

 Text of UDHR available at http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/index.shtml 

 U. Baxi, (1989) ‘From Human Rights to the Right to be Human: Some Heresies’, in S. 

Kothari and H. Sethi (eds.), Rethinking Human Rights, Delhi: Lokayan, pp.181-166 
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Semester-II 

GE-2A: Feminism: Theory and Practice 

 

Course Objective: The aim of the course is to explain contemporary debates on feminism 

and the history of feminist struggles. The course begins with a discussion on construction of 

gender and an understanding of complexity of patriarchy and goes on to analyze theoretical 

debates within feminism. The paper also covers the history of feminism in the west, socialist 

societies and in anti-colonial struggles. Further a gendered analysis of Indian society, 

economy and polity with a view to understanding the structures of gender inequalities.  

Total Lectures and Tutorials – 84 

 

Unit-I: Concepts in Feminism- Sex/Gender distinction, Patriarchy, Gender Socialisation, 

Sexual Division of Labour, Private-Public Dichotomy,  Biologism versus social 

constructivism, Feminism 

13 Lectures and 4 Tutorials 

Unit-II: Approaches to the study of Feminism 

            Liberal, Socialist, Marxist, Radical feminism and Third World Approach  

13 Lectures and 4 Tutorials 

Unit-III Genesis of Feminist Movements in the West: 

Seneca Falls Convention; Black Feminist Movement, Suffragist Movement in USA, 

Britain and France; the French Revolution and the Declaration of the Rights of Women 

and Female Citizen 

13 Lectures and 4 Tutorials 

Unit-IV: Genesis of Feminist Movement in the East: 

 Feminism and the Communist Revolution in China-Issues and Debates 

Movement for Women’s Emancipation-Rosa Luxemburg, Alexandria Kollontai 

Feminist issues and women’s participation in anti-colonial and national liberation 

movements in India 

13 Lectures and 4 Tutorials 

Unit-V: The Indian Experience: 

Contemporary issues in Feminism: Environment, Domestic Violence, Rape, Dowry, 

Sexual Harassment at Workplace, Right to Property and Customary versus 

Constitutional Law;  Gender Relations in India: Family- Matrilineal and Patrilineal; 

Women and Work 

12 Lectures and 4 Tutorials 

Reading List: 

 Geetha, V. (2002) Gender. Calcutta: Stree. 

 Geetha, V. (2007) Patriarchy. Calcutta: Stree. 

 Jagger, Alison. (1983) Feminist Politics and Human Nature. U.K.: Harvester Press, 

pp. 25-350. 

 Lerner, Gerda. (1986) The Creation of Patriarchy. New York: Oxford University 

Press. 
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 Rowbotham, Shiela. (1993) Women in Movements. New York and London: 

Routledge, Section I, pp. 27-74 and 178-218. 

 Jayawardene, Kumari. (1986) Feminism and Nationalism in the Third World. London: 

Zed Books, pp. 1-24, 71-108, and Conclusion. 

 Forbes, Geraldine (1998) Women in Modern India. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press,pp. 1-150. 

 Eisentein, Zillah. (1979) Capitalist Patriarchy and the Case for Socialist Feminism. 

New York: Monthly Review Press, pp. 271-353. 

 Funk, Nanette & Mueller, Magda. (1993) Gender, Politics and Post-Communism. 

New York and London: Routledge, Introduction and Chapter 28. 

 Chaudhuri, Maiyatree. (2003) ‘Gender in the Making of the Indian Nation State’, in 

Rege, Sharmila. (ed.) The Sociology of Gender: The Challenge of Feminist 

Sociological Knowledge. New Delhi: Sage. 

 Banarjee, Sikata. (2007) ‘Gender and Nationalism: The Masculinisation of Hinduism 

and Female Political Participation’, in Ghadially, Rehana. (ed.) Urban Women in 

Contemporary 

India: A Reader. New Delhi: Sage. 

 Roy, Kumkum. (1995) ‘Where Women are Worshipped, There Gods Rejoice: The 

Mirage of the Ancestress of the Hindu Women’, in Sarkar, Tanika & Butalia, Urvashi. 

(eds.) Women and the Hindu Right. Delhi: Kali for Women, pp. 10-28. 

 Chakravarti, Uma. (1988) ‘Beyond the Altekarian Paradigm: Towards a New 

Understanding of Gender Relations in Early Indian History’, Social Scientist, Volume 

16, No. 8. 

 Banerjee, Nirmala. (1999) ‘Analysing Women’s work under Patriarchy’ in Sangari, 

Kumkum & Chakravarty, Uma. (eds.) From Myths to Markets: Essays on Gender. 

Delhi: Manohar. 

 Gandhi, Nandita & Shah, Nandita. (1991) The Issues at Stake – Theory and Practice 

in Contemporary Women’s Movement in India. Delhi: Zubaan, pp. 7-72. 

 Shinde, Tarabai (1993) ‘Stri-Purush Tulna’, in Tharu, Susie & Lalita, K. (eds.) 

Women Writing in India, 600 BC to the Present. Vol. I. New York: Feminist Press. 

 Desai, Neera & Thakkar, Usha. (2001) Women in Indian Society. New Delhi: National 

Book Trust. 



Semester-VI 
 

GE 2: Human Rights Gender and Environment 
Total Lectures and Tutorials - 40 

 

Course Objective: This course aims at enabling the students to understand the issues concerning 

the rights of citizens in general and the marginalized groups in particular, and assess the 

institutional and policy measures which have been taken in response to the demands of various 

movements. Conceptual dimensions, international trends and the Indian experience form the 

contents of the course. 

 
Unit-I: Understanding Social Inequality 

• Caste, Gender, Ethnicity and Class as distinct categories and their interconnection 

• Globalisation and its impact on workers, peasants, dalits, adivasis and women 

6 Lectures and 2 Tutorials 
Unit-II: Human Rights 

• Human Rights: Various Meanings 

• UN Declarations and Covenants 

• Human Rights and Citizenship Rights 

6 Lectures and 2 Tutorials 
 

Unit-III: Human Rights in Indian Context: 

• Human Rights and the Indian Constitution 

• Human Rights, Laws and Institutions in India; the role of the National Human Rights 

Commission. 

• Human Rights of Marginalized Groups: Dalits, Adivasis, Women, Minorities and 

Unorganized Workers. 

• Human Rights Movement in India. 

6 Lectures and 2 Tutorials 
Unit-IV: Gender 

• Analysing Structures of Patriarchy 

• Gender, Culture and History 

• Economic Development and Women 

• The issue of Women’s Political Participation and Representation in India 

• Laws, Institutions and Women’s Rights in India 

• Women’s Movements in India 

6 Lectures and 2 Tutorials 
Unit-V: Environment 

• Environmental and Sustainable Development 

• UN Environment Programme: Rio, Johannesburg and after 
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• Issues of Industrial Pollution, Global Warming and threats to Bio – diversity 

• Environment Policy in India 

• Environmental Movement in India 

6 Lectures and 2 Tutorials 
 


