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Course Code: ENG-GE-202
Course Title: Gender Studies
Nature of Course: General Elective
Total Credits Assigned: 4
Distribution of Credit: 3 Lectures and 1 Tutorial

Course Objectives:

.
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To introduce the learners to the vast interdisciplinary academic field of Gender Studies from a
literary perspective.

To familiarize the learners with the diverse concemns of Gender Studies including Women's
Rights, Masculinities, Alternative Sexualities, LGBT Rights and so on.

To encourage the learners to explore the complex gender-based themes and issues which are
raised by authors across time, historical epoch and geographic and cultural locations.

To enable the learners to study how gender intersects with other socio-cultural spheres such as
class, race, caste and ethnicity.

Course Structure:

This course will comprise of four credits, which will have to be completed within sixteen weeks (64
contact hours). Twenty (20) contact hours shall be allotted to Unit I, Twenty-four (24) contact hours to
Unit II and Twenty-four (24) contact hours to Unit III. All texts are compulsory, Leamers are to be
evaluated through their seminar presentations, viva-voce, term papers, home assignments, in-semester
exams, end-semester exams, group discussions and so forth,

Required Readings:

Unit 1 Poetry

Adrienne Rich “Cartographies of Silence”

Maya Angelou “Still I Rise™,

LT

Phenomenal Woman”

Kamala Das “An lntroducuon“, “My Grandmother’s House”
Vikram Seth “Through Love’s Great Power”
Mamang Dai “The Voice of the Mountain™

Unit II: Short Story and Novels

Kate Chopin “The Story of an Hour”

DevduttPattanaik The Pregnant King

ShyamSelvaduraiFunny Boy

Laxmi Narayan Tripathi Me Hijra, Me Laxmi

Nalini JamelaThe Awtobiography of a Sex Worker

MamoniRaisom Goswami An Unfinished Autobiography (Excerpts) / The Man from Chinnamasta
Moushumi Kandali “A Tale of Thirdness” Trans AtreyeeGohain

Unit III: Critical Essays/Articles

Judith Butler  Selections from Gender Trouble
R. Raj Rao Selections from Criminal Love? Queer Theory, Culture and Politics in India.
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Bell Hooks Selections from Feminism is for Everybody

R. W. Connell “Hegemonic Masculinity”

Susie Tharu and Tejaswini Niranjana “Problems for a Contemporary Theory of Gender”
Mode of Assessment:

Internal Assessment: 40 Marks

(Sessional test 1: 10 marks, Sessional test 2: 10 marks, Seminar presentation: 10 marks, Group
Discussion/viva voce: 5 marks, Attendance: 5 marks)

Total: 40 marks

Final Examination (End-semester): 60 Marks

Unit I: 2 broad questions (8+8)=16 Marks
Unit II: 2broad questions+ 1 short note/analysis(8+8+4+4)=24 Marks
Unit III: 2 broad questions+ 1 short note/analysis (8+8+4)=20 Marks

Total: 60 Marks
Expected Learner Outcome:

» At the end of the course the learners would develop a critical awareness of contemporary issues
around gender.

» The leaners would be equipped to identify how gender influences and inspires various literary
texts,

Y

The learners would be able to contextualise their own experiences of gender politics in a socio-
cultural milieu

Recommended Readings:

Nivedita Menon, Seeing Like a Feminist

Christina Hughes, Key Concepts in Feminist Literary Theory

David Glover and Cora Kaplan, Genders: The New Critical Idiom

Anne Cranny-Francis, Gender Studies: Terms and Debates

Chandra Talpade Mohanty, Feminism Without Borders

Deborah Cameron, On Language and Sexual Politics

Judith Butler, Bodies that Matter

Uma Chakravarti, Gendering Caste: Through a Feminist Lens

Lin Foxhall and John Salmon Thinking Men: Masculinity and its Self-Representation in the Classical
Tradition.
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