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Rationality of the Programme

The discourse of nationalism in India has been mostly forwarded from state
centric perspective. The themes of North East and gender are found missing from
such narratives. The webinar on Nationalism and Gender in the context of India’s
North East was organized to explore the issues related to Gender in the North East
Perspective.

Brief Description of the Programme

The welcome address of the National webinar was delivered by Dr. Ramananda
Das, Head and Associate Professor of the Department of Political Science,
Gargaon College. Nation is a state of construction, said the Resource person, Dr.
Dolly Phukan while defining Nation. Nationalist discourses tend to create a
nation. In the course of her deliberation, she spoke about the examples of
Gendering the Nation. She said that imaginary is visible in much ethnography and
in the political sub- nationalist slogans. The northeastern region is a
heterogeneous region accommodating diverse cultures, language, and ethnicity
and so on. Dr. Phukan said that it is difficult to address the gender dimensions
keeping in view the vast diversities which also make the gender issues and

implementations varied in nature. The gendered discourses and nationalism and
sub-nationalism has put women’s question in the margins. Yet the innumerable
narratives of women and their contribution in the nation-building project cannot
be denied. Literatures on women’s quest for their identities, quest for peace and
protection of their community is silent due to the masculinity histographies. Dr.
Phukan said that there is a need to obliterate this stillness and actions should be
taken to record and preserve these narratives of women which can be an
alternative or counter to the patriarchal narratives. The National Webinar was
coordinated by Dr. Pobon Kumar Gogoi, Associate Professor and the vote of
thanks was offered by Mr. Yuvaraj Gogoi, Assistant Professor of the Department
of Political Science, Gargaon College.
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