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Overview

One day workshop on “Prospect of Entrepreneurship in Aquarium Trade”
in Northeast India was organized by the Department of Zoology, Gargaon
College on 17th February, 2023, at 11 am. The programme was inaugurated by
Dr. Rina Handique, Vice Principal, Gargaon College and Head, Department
of Zoology, Gargaon College. In her inaugural speech she spoke on the
emerging opportunities on self-employment in ornamental fish culture and
trade. Dr. Anurag Protim Das, Assistant Professor, Department of Zoology,
Gargaon College, and Resource Person of the event spoke on the Indian
fisheries sector is an important sector that not only ensures food security
and nutrition but also creates business opportunities, income generation,
self-employment, trade and commerce as well as related activities regarding
ornamental fish trade in Northeast India. He also highlighted about the
congenial environment of the Northeast India and Assam for culture and
propagation of ornamental fish culture. The programme was concluded by
vote of thanks by Dr. Pimily Langthasa, Assistant Professor, Department of
Zoology, Gargaon College. The programme was attended by 48 students of
all the semesters.
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Rationality of the program

Keeping aquarium fish and breeding them is an exciting activity that brings
not only aesthetic pleasure, but also financial opportunities. About 600
species of ornamental fish have been reported worldwide in various aquatic
environments. Indian waters have a rich diversity of ornamental fish, with
over 100 indigenous varieties, besides a number of similar exotic species
bred in captivity. Native ornamental fish available in rivers can be easily
caught from wild resources and can be cultivated for aquariums. The
country exports fish worth 320,000 crore every year. Of this, the share of
ornamental fish is about 3300 crore. There is still room to increase the
production of ornamental fish varieties and the importance of successful
business in the ornamental fish trade needs to be emphasized. So,
awareness and training on aquarium fish culture and trade as prospect of
entrepreneurship and employment generation.
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