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Overview

Nature of Activity: Extension & Outreach with Field visit to
Nazira Beel, a closed Wetland of Nazira Block, Sivasagar District

on the occasion of World Wetland day, 2024
Date: February 2, 2024

Organizers: Department of Zoology in collaboration with IQAC &
11 Assam Girls (I) Coy NCC and 49 Assam Naval Unit, Gargaon

College

    The Department of Zoology, in collaboration with the IQAC and NCC (Army and

Navy) at Gargaon College, organized an extension activity to emphasize the

importance of wetlands for their cultural significance, water purification,

biodiversity, and flood management. This outreach program focused on studying

the existing biodiversity of Nazira Beel, a wetland near Nazira town, identifying its

current threats, and exploring contributions to its sustenance.

    Faculty members from the Departments of Zoology and Chemistry at Gargaon

College, including Dr. Pimily Langthasa, Dr. Pakiza Begum, and Dr. Anurag Protim

Das, organized the activity. The program involved all student participants traveling

to the wetland. Lecturers highlighted the vital role wetlands play in improving

quality of life, protecting against flooding, maintaining clean water, conserving

biodiversity (especially native fish and bird species), and providing recreational

opportunities—all crucial for human well-being and prosperity. 

     During the visit, students engaged in hands-on activities such as water sampling,

identifying various plant and animal species, and discussing conservation

strategies. They were encouraged to observe the unique ecosystem services

provided by Nazira Beel. The faculty members also led discussions on the impact of

human activities on wetlands and the importance of sustainable practices to

protect these vital ecosystems.

    The program concluded with a reflective session where students shared their

insights and experiences. Many expressed a newfound appreciation for wetlands

and a commitment to advocate for their conservation. The Department of Zoology

plans to continue such outreach activities to foster environmental awareness and

stewardship among students and the local community. The outreach program was

attended by a total of 40 students.

About The Program



Rationality of the Program

     Wetlands are believed to be the last remaining freshwater bodies on Earth, aside

from permanent rivers. World Wetlands Day is observed annually on February 2nd to

promote awareness and educate people about the benefits of wetlands for both

humans and the environment. On this day in 1971, the international treaty known as

the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands was adopted, aiming to advance the

preservation and sustainable use of wetlands. Wetlands provide a wide range of

commercial, recreational, and ecological interests. In addition to housing a multitude

of organisms, they also retain surface water, reduce erosion, trap pollutants and their

toxic residues, support a variety of fish, and produce resources like fuel and fiber. By

absorbing wave energy, wetlands help minimize the severity of floods. Assam, in

particular, is home to a large number of wetlands locally known as "beels." These

wetlands store and filter water, protect people from flooding, and are home to a wide

variety of plant and animal species. Therefore, it is imperative that we study and

protect wetlands to ensure their continued benefit to the environment and human

well-being.
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