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Overview

Nature of Activity: Extension & Outreach with Field visit to
Nazira Beel, a closed Wetland of Nazira Block, Sivasagar District
on the occasion of World Wetland day, 2024
Date: February 2, 2024
Organizers: Department of Zoology in collaboration with IQAC &
11 Assam Girls (I) Coy NCC and 49 Assam Naval Unit, Gargaon
College

About The Program

The Department of Zoology, in collaboration with the IQAC and NCC (Army and
Navy) at Gargaon College, organized an extension activity to emphasize the
importance of wetlands for their cultural significance, water purification,
biodiversity, and flood management. This outreach program focused on studying
the existing biodiversity of Nazira Beel, a wetland near Nazira town, identifying its
current threats, and exploring contributions to its sustenance.

Faculty members from the Departments of Zoology and Chemistry at Gargaon
College, including Dr. Pimily Langthasa, Dr. Pakiza Begum, and Dr. Anurag Protim
Das, organized the activity. The program involved all student participants traveling
to the wetland. Lecturers highlighted the vital role wetlands play in improving
quality of life, protecting against flooding, maintaining clean water, conserving
biodiversity (especially native fish and bird species), and providing recreational
opportunities—all crucial for human well-being and prosperity.

During the visit, students engaged in hands-on activities such as water sampling,
identifying various plant and animal species, and discussing conservation
strategies. They were encouraged to observe the unique ecosystem services
provided by Nazira Beel. The faculty members also led discussions on the impact of
human activities on wetlands and the importance of sustainable practices to
protect these vital ecosystems.

The program concluded with a reflective session where students shared their
insights and experiences. Many expressed a newfound appreciation for wetlands
and a commitment to advocate for their conservation. The Department of Zoology
plans to continue such outreach activities to foster environmental awareness and
stewardship among students and the local community. The outreach program was
attended by a total of 40 students.
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Rationality of the Program

Wetlands are believed to be the last remaining freshwater bodies on Earth, aside
from permanent rivers. World Wetlands Day is observed annually on February 2nd to
promote awareness and educate people about the benefits of wetlands for both
humans and the environment. On this day in 1971, the international treaty known as
the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands was adopted, aiming to advance the
preservation and sustainable use of wetlands. Wetlands provide a wide range of
commercial, recreational, and ecological interests. In addition to housing a multitude
of organisms, they also retain surface water, reduce erosion, trap pollutants and their
toxic residues, support a variety of fish, and produce resources like fuel and fiber. By
absorbing wave energy, wetlands help minimize the severity of floods. Assam, in
particular, is home to a large number of wetlands locally known as "beels." These
wetlands store and filter water, protect people from flooding, and are home to a wide
variety of plant and animal species. Therefore, it is imperative that we study and
protect wetlands to ensure their continued benefit to the environment and human
well-being.

Banner of the Program

GARGAON COLLEGE

World Wetlands Day

2024

THEME: “WETLANDS AND HUMAN WELLBEING”

A field visit to
Nazira Beel, Nazira, Sivasagar

DATE: 02.02.2024

Organized by:
Department of Zoology
Gargaon College
in collaboration with IQAC Gargaon College &
11 Assam Girls (I) Coy NCC & 49 Assam Naval Unit,
Gargaon College
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Attendance of the Participants
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Media Coverage

Gargaon College organizes extension
activity to celebrate World Wetlands Day

OUR CORRESPONDENT -
SIVASAGAR, Feb 4: An

extension programme was
organized by the Depari-
ment of Zoology and NCC
(Army and Navy) Gargaon
College in association with
IQAC to highlight the val-
ue.of wetlands in rerms of
biodiversity. water purifica-
tion, food control. and cul-
tural significance. The 2nd
of February each year marks
World Werland Day to raise
awareness and learn about
the importance and value of
wetlands for people and the

the adoption of the Ramsar
Convention on Wetlands-in
1971, an international trea-
ty aimed ar promoting the
conservation and sustaina-
ble use of wetlands. The
theme for World Wetland
Day. 2024 is “Weillands and
Human Wellbging'.

Dr. Sabyasachi Mahan-
ta, an emincnt academician
and principal of Gargaon
College, appreciated the
efforts of the organizers in
carrying oul the exicnsion
activity. In his speech. Dr.
Mahanta highlighted the
importance of the wetlands
and stressed the need for

their conservation and
awareness creation.
Assistant  Professors
from Gargaon College, Dr.
Pimily Langthasa, Dr. Paki-
za Begum, and Dr. Anurag
Protim Das. ook the lead
in organizing the pro-
aramme where all the stu-
demt participants travelled
1o a wetland in ‘the vicinity
of Nazira town, The faculty
members highlighted the
critical role wetlands play
in enhancing our lives.
They further explained Lo
the students how wetlunds
contribute 1o flood protec-
tion, clean water, conserva-

tion of hlorlncrf.u:,- espe-
;,nl]'\.- mative fish and avian
diversity, and recreational
opportunitics, all of which
arc essential for human
health and pm-:puit}' The
wetlands are the Jast refuge
for ‘many endemic and rare
native fish and serve as
breeding grounds. It is a call
an an entire gencration 1o
take proactive action “for
wetlands by investing hu-
man, fnancial, and pcimca]
capital to save the wetlands
‘from vanishing. Therefore.
the faculty members fo-
cused on the dire need to

Jrevive and reslore those wet-

lands that have been degrad-
ed. The people who live in
the villages around the wet-
land are directly or indirect-
ly dependent on the wetland
and its resources. Various
hirds have begn scen in the
weltland visited by the par-
ticipants of the programme.
However, the most dishearn-
ening fact is that some plas-
tic sources have made their
way into the wetland. The
resource persons shed light
on topics related to natural
resources. and through this
programme. the participants
learned aboul the impor
tance of wetlands.

planer. It marks the date of
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