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Overview of the Program

Rationality of the programme

        In recent decades ornamental fish keeping and aquarium trade has emerged
as a much lucrative industry. Keeping aquarium fish and breeding them is an
exciting activity that brings not only aesthetic pleasure, but also employment
opportunities. About 600 species of ornamental fish have been reported
worldwide from various aquatic environments. Indian waters have a rich
diversity of ornamental fish, with over 100 indigenous varieties, besides a
number of similar exotic species bred in captivity. Native ornamental fish
available in rivers can be easily caught from wild resources and can be cultivated
for aquariums. The country exports fish worth ₹ 20000 crore every year. Of this,
the share of ornamental fish is about ₹ 300 crore. There is still room to increase
the production of ornamental fish varieties and the importance of successful
business in the ornamental fish trade needs to be emphasized. Aquarium
fabrication and trade requires low investment, minimum skill and space. So,
awareness and training on aquarium fish culture and aquarium trade as prospect
of entrepreneurship and employment generation holds an outmost significance
in present day.



Brief report of the programme

       A one-day workshop cum Hands-on Training on Aquarium Fabrication
was organized by the Department of Zoology, Gargaon College, in
collaboration with IQAC, Gargaon College and the Department of Botany,
Gargaon College on 27th March, 2024. The workshop aimed to provide
participants with comprehensive insights into the art and science of creating and
maintaining   aquariums. The program was inaugurated by noted academician
and Principal, Gargaon College, Dr. Sabyasachi Mahanta. In his speech Dr.
Mahanta expressed enthusiasm for the workshop’s success, highlighting its
relevance in   fostering both academic enrichment and practical expertise among
participants. Events like these not only enhance one’s skills in creativity and
innovation, but also employment opportunities. Dr. Rina Handique, Vice-
Principal, Gargaon College and Head of the Department of Zoology, also
emphasized on the interdisciplinary nature of the workshop and its potential to
inspire future research, conservation efforts, and employment generation. By
bridging the gap between theory and practice, workshops like this empower
students to become stewards of environment sustainability and the importance
of aquarium trade as a prospect of entrepreneurship. The resource person for
the workshop was Dr. Anurag Protim Das, Assistant Professor, Department of
Zoology, Gargaon College. He spoke on the emerging opportunities for self-
employment in ornamental fish culture and trade.
   The resource person shared knowledge and imparted hands-on training on
Aquarium fabrication, offering invaluable guidance on species selection, water
quality management, and the importance of biodiversity in aquarium
ecosystems. Throughout the day, attendees were immersed in various aspects of
aquarium fabrication from the selection of appropriate materials to   the
intricates of designing and setting up of a thriving aquatic environment. The
Hands-on training segment allowed participants to put theory into practice as
they engaged in interactive sessions under the supervision of the resource person.
From assembling tanks to arranging aquatic plants and decor, attendees had the
opportunity to hone their skills and gain first-hand experience in aquarium
fabrication techniques. He also explained the concept of ornamental fish and
named a few species of fish from north-east India with high market demand. He
mentioned how north-east India is rich in native fish diversity and is considered
a gold mine of ornamental fishes. Dr.  Dimbeswar Das, HOD, Department of
Botany, spoke on the significance of organizing the workshop for employment
generation. 



Flyer of the programme

Continued...

        The event was enthusiastically hosted by Dr. Surajit Saikia, Coordinator of
IQAC, Gargaon College. The workshop, attended by Dr. Pimily Langthasa, Dr.
Rashmi Dutta, Sangeeta Chetia and Sandeepa Agarwalla, faculty members of
the departments of Zoology and Botany, proved to be a resounding success,
enriching participants with valuable knowledge and skills for employment
generation while fostering a deeper appreciation for the wonders of aquatic life.  
The participants were introduced to materials for aquarium fabrication like
adhesives, glass, ancillaries, etc. The program was attended by 67 participants
comprising students and faculties of various departments. As Gargaon College
continues its commitment to providing innovative educational opportunities,
such initiatives underscore its dedication to nurturing well-rounded individuals
equipped to address the challenges of tomorrow. The workshop proved to be a
positive step towards achieving such a goal.
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Youtube link

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O1o7suIDnTI
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