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FOLKSONGS OF THE TAI PHAKE TRIBE
OF ASSAM: A BRIEF STUDY
BAKALIAL DEVAJANI

Abstract
The Tai Phakes, one small branch of Tai ethnic groups, live in a total of nine villages in Assam
Though thiz sthnic group is small in population, yet it bas retxiged its own language, script, folk
Lterature and cultural characteristics. The Atlas of World's Languages in Danger, published by
UNESCO in 2010, lists the Tai Phake language as severely endangered. The extinction of a language
has an adverse impact on the folk literature and culiure of the lingwistic group concerned There 15 a
need to take steps to collect, preserve, study and discusses the folk literature of the aforesaid
endangered lngnistic group. Therefore, the present topic has been adopted for the purpose of
smdying the various genres, functions, relevance, present social status ete. of Tai Phake Folksongs.
Field smdies as well as texts collected and published by various mdividuals and erganizations have
hﬂﬂhﬂuﬂmdﬂummmm#&uﬂmhmudmm

Kq'lmtdu Folksong; Function; Present social status; Relevance; Tai Phake etc.

INTRODUCTION

Tai ethnic group is a large ethnic group living in the vast region of the Asia continent.
Different people have suggested various opimions regarding original residence of the Tai
people. These pecple are spread across from the Yunnan plateau of China to Malay
Pemansula, from Vietmam to India! George Abraham Grierson opmes that South-Western
China 15 the ongmal residence and at this region only thewr separate race was d:\tlﬂptd"
Padmeswar Gogo: said the valley of the Huang Ho River as the imtial residence of Tai
pmple.! According to Edward Gair Tai people are of great Tai Shan race, who are spread all
over Assam ‘Lila Gogot says that people of Tai family are spread from interior region of
Yunnan of China to the coast of Pacific Ocean in south.’ Therefore. based on various
opimons by different people regarding the ongmal residence of Ta: people a decision can be
reached that China is the onginal residence of all the Tai people along with the North-Eastem
part of India. From Thirteenth century till almost Eighteenth century mtially Tai Ahom and
subsequentlyTai Aitan, Tai Khamt, Tar Khamyang, Tai Turung Tai Phake people came to
Assam Presently Tai Phake people are mainly living in the following nine villages -
Namphake and Tipam Phake village of Dibrugarh district and Borphake, Manmomukh,
MNonglai. Long Phake, Mounglang. Ningam. Phanengvillage of Tinsukia district along with
several villages of Lulut. Changla etc. districts of Ammachal Pradesh. Though the ethmic
group 15 small from population pomt of view but have managed to retan thewr distnctive
cultural charactenistics. Tai Phake people belong to Mongoloid ethmie group and Tha-
Smobranch of Sino-Tibetan language family. They are Hinayana or Theravada under
Buddhism.
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Seability of (Co0=10" [n=1-3) clusters and adsorplion of OO and Ha0 a3 well i co-adsorption of CO/HD species
of the same clusters are studied using MOGLAdelZTEVPP level of theory, We have considensd this stody as this
fundamental investigathon may be & tepping stone for future investigation of water gad thilt reaction (WGSRL
Global/local reaciivity descripiors and natural bonding orbital (NBO) analysis are also reported for all the
clissiers for undersianding the nature of adworpiion of OO and Hz0 molecules. From iheoreiical analysis, we have

explored all the pessible cuscomes for COVH0 adsorption and co-adsorption on (Ce0y15* ! (n=1-3) clusters.

1. Introduction

Orver the past few decades, ceria has been congidered as a fruitful
catalyst for several important reactions due to its stroctural and elec-
wonle properties. One of the significanm use of ceria is as the threesway
catalysts (TWC) for the treatment of exhaust gas in metomobiles which
stimulates a strong reseanch area in this field. It is used in the conversion
of some poisonous gases like CO, 50gete. to less poisonous gases like
COy, S0 ete. [1,2]. It can also act a8 oxygen buffering by capturing and
releasing oxygen in the redox reactions [ 1], This capability is due to the
rapéd change in the oxidation state of cerlum between +4 and +3 where
the former one has been considered as the most stable state for Ce (4],
Clusters of ceria havlru;Cc“' are applicable in the catalysis field because
Ce(lll) has the configuration of 4f' which is more reactive than Ce
configuration [4#5&1“6;’}. Moreover, thermodynamic data indicates
that cerfum metal is unstable in presence of oxygen [5). With high ox-
yen ion mobility and the ability to fluctuate the oxidation state between
+4 and +3 together with the high oxidizing power of Ce**, ceria always
hat a pronounced catalytic property. One of the main reactions where
prominent catalytic properties of Ceria are used extensively is water gas
shift reaction (WGSR).

The WGSR describes the reaction between carbon monoxide (C0)
and water (Hz0) vo form H and GO gases (Le., CO + Hy0 — €Oy + Hy).
An increaze in the demand for Hy as well as the need of ©0 removal has

* To whom comespondence should be sddressed.
Esmail addresees: nkgo et in (N Gour), rameshiE feruermet. i

led 1o the extensive use of WGSR. Ali Arab and co-workers investigated
ithe WGSR mechanism on silver nanoclusters by using density functional
theary [6). It was observed that the minimum activation barrier is
related to the CO3 (ads) formation and the maximum activation barrier
is related 1o the HyO (ads) dissociation. Several catalysts have been
prepared at the industrial level, where WGSR has been carried out both
at high temperatune (350-5007C) as well as at low temperatune (180-250
*C) depending upon the catalyst used (7], Till date mainly three
different mechanisms have been proposed for the WGSR reaction
namely redox, formate associative and carboxyl associative [5]. How-
ever, there is limived theoretical studies on the catalyst and the mech-
anism of WGSR. Previous studies were carried out on transition metal
carbonyls specifically Fe(CO)s [9], Rug{C0)yz [10] and Rha{CO)s [11].
Mishamol Kuriakose e al investigated all the steps of mechanistie
pathway with Fe{CD)s, through gas-phase quantum mechanical (QM)
calculations uwsing density functional theory (DFT) [9]. They have found
that the binuclear mechanism leads to lower barriers in comparison to
ithe mononuclear mechanism, Ling Guo and co-workershave studied the
trinuclear carbonyl complexes-Ruy(CO)yz and mononuclear carbonyl
complexes-Ru(CO)s with the help of DFT calculations [12]. They have
found thar Ruy(C0)yz is much more effective than mononuclear com-
plexes as a catalyst for the WGSR. Even though there is much informa.
tion available for the use of transition metal oxides towards WGSR, the
imvestigation of I-bock metal oxide clusters for the same is Hmited [13).

(R.C. Deka)
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ABSTRACT: Antisense therapeutics treat a wide spectrum of discases, = =

many of which cannot be addressed with the current drug technologies. = }._/' b

In the quest to design better antisense oligonucleotide drugs, we propose i i S oy
five novel LNA :malogaus (Al-AS) for mm!if)ring antisense ¢|igcmucl¢n- / e 1\_1! - g : u

tides and establishing each with the five standard nucleic acids: adenine (= ; .

(A), guanine (G), eytosine (C), thymine (T), and uracil (U). Monomer / . ™, !
nucleotides of these modifications were considered for a detailed Density | Y = é} b % g h ax
Funetional Theory (DFT)-based quantum chemical analysis to determine a &_) = :

their molecular-level structural and electronic properties. A detailed MD
simulation study was done on a 14-mer ASQ (5 -CTTAG-
CACTGGCCT-3") containing these modifications targeting PTEN
mBNA. Results from both melecular- and oligomer-level analysis clearly
depicted LNA-level stability of the modifications, the ASO/RNA duplexes
maintaining stable Watson—Crick base pairing preferring RNA-mimicking A-form duplexes. Notably, monomer MO isosurfaces for
both purines and pyrimidines were majorly distributed on the nucleobase region in modifications Al and A2 and in the bridging unit
in modifications A3, A4, and AS, suggesting that A3/RNA, A4/RNA, and A5/RNA duplexes interact more with the RNase H and
solvent environment. Accordingly, solvation of A3/RNA, A4/RNA, and AS/RNA duplexes was higher compared to that of LNA/
RMNA, Al/RNA, and A2/RNA duplexes. This study has resulted in a successiul archetype for creating advantageous nucleic acid
modifications tailored for particular needs, fulfilling a useful purpose of designing novel antisense modifications, which may
overcome the drawbacks and improve the pharmacokinetics of existing LNA antisense modifications.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Using antisense-mRNA as a medicine is a fundamentally
different approach compared to treating discases using
traditional pharmaceuticals.'™" mRNA contains the set of
instructions which direct cells in the human body to make
proteins. Life depends on these proteins, as every function in
the human body, both normal and disease-related, is carried
out by one or many proteins in coordination. Human diseases
are majorly the result of inappropriate protein production or
disordered protein performance. Antisense-mRNA based drugs
designed to bind sequence-specifically to their target mRMAs
inhibit the production of disease-causing proteins and
modulate their gene expressions, Unlike the small drug
molecules and monoclonal antibodies, these synthetic
antisense drugs are complementary to their sense-mRNAs,
which take advantage of normal biological processes to
suppress the production of disease-causing proteins and create
a desired therapeutic effect.’™

Antisense medications are chemically modified antisense
oligonucleotides (ASOs/AONs) complementary to their tanget
mRNAs, which bind by Watson—Crick base pairing, forming
ASO/RNA hybrid duplexes, mRNA bound by an ASO
O marian hermica Sacieny

vACS Publications

activates the cellular endonuclease RNase H, which further
cleaves the RNA strand selectively from the ASO/RNA hybrid
duplexﬁ._'\ However, due to the confined stability in biological
media, the ASOs underge rapid degradation even before
duplexing, and thus, to protect and enhance their binding
affinity and cellular uptake, the existing ASOs need to underge
chemical modifications to impart a valid antisense response, In
the early stages, the phosphodiester backbones of the
nucleotides were modified b? replacing one of the nonbridging
oxygen atoms with sulfur.™'” Briefly categorized under first.
generation ASOs, methylphosphonates and phosphoramidates
gained significant attention, yet phosphorothioates (PSs) were
the most successful to induce the RNase H functions.”"™"" The
first antisense drug marketed under the brand name
“Vitravene™ (1515-2922) approved by the FDA in 1998 was a

Received: December 9, 2022
Accepted: February 17, 2023
Published: June 12, 2023
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UNVEILING STARK REALITY OF HARDY'S VICTORIAN SOCIETY AS REFLECTED
THROUGH THE CHARACTER OF SUSAN IN THE MAYOR OF CASTERBRIDGE

Dr. Jitu Saikia, Depariment of English, Gargaon College, Simalugurn, Assam - 785686

Introduction

Reading Thomas Hardy's fiction is like travelling across the realm of Victorian society unfolding its
various colourful lavers 1o the raveller. The strength and beauty of Hardy®s fiction is primarily rested on
his art of characterization which is deepencd by both women characters and rustic ones. In fact, the most
significant facet in the ceuvre of Hardy's fiction is his portrayal of women characters through which one
can easily have a trace of the socio-economic, socio-political and socio-familial norms of the society of
his time. Reading his novels is like understanding the vanous prevailing sex-related issues, social
bindings including marmage, the strong hold of man folk wpon the society so called patriarchal
hegemony and the sufferings of woman folks under these conventions in his Victorian society, so called
Hardy's Wessex world. Amidst these social conventions silently crept into the Wessex life a hugely
important social movement of awakening of women presently known as feminism which emerged in
Hardy's England and ok much attention of people and which requires a separate discussion so far
realism in his novels is concerned.  Moving in and around the Wessex territory Hardy observed the
social life and in his writings gave vent to the feelings, cries and ambitions of the women folk living
under pressure in the man ruled society,

Charactenization is another determining factor in the study of realism in a literary work, in the anl of
which Hardy's mastery is seldom questioned. Once we open the door of memaory, a large train of his
great characters stand before us. Not only great male characters such as Michael Henchard, Angel Clare,
Alec d'Urberville, Donald Farfrae, Clym Yeobright, Jude Fawley, Gabriel Oak, Henry Knight, Giles
Winterbom, Tillszon, Troy, Jorelyn Pierston, but also female charscters such as Susan, Tess, Sue,
Elizabeth Jane, Eustacia, Bathsheba, Elfride, Vivietta, Grace, Marty etc. come sweeping by and inhabit
our mind and heart. In Hardy the most alive of men are the creatures of intellect and the most alive of
women are the creatures of passion. Passion, emotion, intellect and reasoning are all embodied in
Hardy's characters, In the context of realism in characterization Harold Williams in his article The
Wessex Novels of Thomas Hardy published in The North American Review, Jan, 1914 commenis that
Hardy's novels

“cloze on a grem note which thrills the imagination with the poetry of an emotional truth 1o life,”'
{quoted in North Amenican Review)

The Mayor of Casterbridge is one of the finest novels penned by Thomas Hardy which gives a reader an
aceess 1o his Victorian world. Casterbridige is Hardy's fictitious name for the capital 1own of Dorchester.
Hardy was born and brought up in a rural background: the sights and sounds of his surroundings went
through his veins, which afterwards came out in the form of wrtings — poetry and novels. The somber
beauty of country and quaintness of peasant ways and thought penetrated his spirits and became the very
groaind and substance of his imagination. Commenting on the realism as implicit in his novels it is said
in Encyclopacdia Britanica (Halicar - Imipalay Vol- 11 that there is almost no passion in his work, neither
the author nor his characters ever seeming able 1o pass beyond the state of curosity, the most
intellectually interesting of limitations, under the influence of any emotion. In his fecling for nature,
curiosity sometimes seems to broaden into a more intimate CoMIMNKIoN.

“The heath, the village with its peasants, the change of every hour among the ficlds and on the roads of
that English countryside which he has made his own — the Dorsetshire and Wiltshire "Wessex™ — mean
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Abstract

The study's primary objective is 10 measure the rate and pattern of land use and land cover changes in Dimapur city, as well as
their impact on land surface temperature (LST). Landsat TM (Thematic mapper) data from 2000 and 2007, as well as Landsat OL1
{Operational land imager) and TIR (Thermal infrared sensor) data from 2020, were used in the study. In order o examune the city's
population patterns, the study was supplemented using LandScan global gridded data for the pre-defined years (1KM x TKM). The
urban sprawd index (USI) was employed o detect urban sprawd in Dimapur, while the urban thermal field variant index (UTFVI) was
utilized to imvestigate surface urban heat islands. Dimapur's built environment grew from 14.74 percent 1o 39,36 percent between 2000
and 2020, while green spaces shrank from 33.21 percent 1o 19.44 percent. Between 2000 and 2007, the USI value increased from
0.0037 1o 0.0055, indicating substantial urban sprawl in recent years. Between 2000 and 2020, these changes resulted in an increase
n mean LST of 17.27 °C (winter) and 26.86 “C (summer) to 19.01 “C (winter) and 31.43 “C (summser). According to UTFVI, the
number of locations classified as ecologically bad or worse in Dimapur has increased in recent years. The larger positive correlation
between population and built-up areas and LST, as well as the stronger negative correlation between vegetation and population and
LST, support the impact of population-induced land use and land cover change on LST development in Dimapur urban area.

Keywords Built-up land - Correlation - Population growth - Urban expansion - Urban heat Island

Introduction the rapid rate of urhanization (Hua and Ping 2018). The rate of

wrbanization is much more rapid in Asian countries, most spe-

The global population is growing very hastily, causing rapid
urbanizaton. Rapsd urbanization and urban growth have become
a challenge for global sustanabibity (Carneiro of al 2021). As of
2016, the global urban population shares almost 54.5 percent
of the world's population (Rousta et al. 2018). It is expected
that about 66 percent of the world's population will be con-
centrated in urban areas by the middle of the twenticth century
{Jaber 2018; Hossemni et al. 2016). The process of urbanization
is very rapid in developing countries compared to developed
nations (Chatterjec and Majumdar 2022). Though urbaniza-
tion is considered the most common phenomenon around the
globe, it has become much more intense in developing nations
of the world due to rapid economic growth (ESSAP 1993). The
population and economic growth are chicfly responsible for

Ediorial responsibility: Jun Yang.
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cifically in the South Asian nations. Acconding to UN estimates,
Asian citics will accommodate nearly half of the global urban
population by 2020, with the addition of 1.5 billion people 1o
urban arcas (Gohain et al. 2020). The urban arcas of develop-
ing countrics, particularly those in South East Asia, have seen
remarkable growth in terms of both spatial extent and population
{Gohain et al. 2020). The population of urban areas, mostly in
developing nations, is growing chicfly bocause of large-scale
immigration from rural arcas in scarch of employment opportu-
nitics (Dutta et al. 2021: Nakoo et al. 2020). Such urbanization
is bringing remarkable changes in the overall environment of the
urban arcas. One of the chicf impacts of urbanization is the rapsd
land use and land cover change of urban areas. Furthermore, the
urbanization process is also responsible for urban sprawd, which
15 associated with a wade range of interrelated 1ssues in socicty,
the environment, and public health (Cameiro et al. 2021). The
physical expansion of cities by urban sprawl dominates the pro-
cess of rapid land use and land cover change. The change of
land use and land cover from green areas to build environments
mdifies the urban thermal condition. The change of land use

* &) Springer
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Abstract

The objective of the study is to determine the impact of land use and land cover (LULC) change on land surface temperature
(LST) and thermal stress at Jorhat from 2009 o 2021, The experiment used Landsat TM (Thematic Mapper) for 2009 and
OLI (Operational Land Imager ¥TIRS (Thermal Infrared Sensor) for 2021 from carth.explorer.usgs.gov. Landsat data were
employed to caleulate the LST and LULC changes. Utilizing UTFVI (urban thermal field variance index), thermal stress
over the ground surface has been computed. Thermal discomfort is computed simultancously using the relative strain index
(RS1) and net effective temperature (NET) index. Jorhat evidenced significant rise in built-up land 1o 281.25 hectares with
reduced vegetation cover of 480,96 hectares from 2009 o 2021. These modifications caused significant rises in LST of
4.28 °C, 2.33 °C and 3.01 *C in September, October and December from 2009 to 2021. According to UTFVI from 2009 1o
2021, Jorhat expenenced declining ecologically excellent arca with a rising proportion of ecologically worse land. In Sep-
tember and October 2009, the Jorhat city had just 10 days of bioclimatic discomfort and 19 days of bioclimatic comfort, as
opposed to 24 and 10 days in 2021, respectively. Similarly. NET estimated 21 very hot days in October 2021, as opposed to
Just 9 days in 2009, Compared to 2009, there are now 6 and 4 days in December 2021 that are classified as warm or slightly
hot, respectively. This leads to the conclusion that Jorhat's thermal condition is significantly impacted by changes in land
use and land cover.
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Introduction

The global population is increasing very rapidly since indus-
trialization. As per the estimate of united nation, global
urban population is projected to become 68 percent from
the current scenario of 55 percent with current pace of
urbanization (United nation 2018). There is an increasing
global pressure of population to expand its demand for more
accommaodations, food, agriculwral production and shelter
{Imran et al. 2021). Subsequently, land cover is changing
rapidly in onder to meet the demands of global population,
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which ultimately replacing vegetation 1o impervious surface
due to human activitics and that finally contributing to chi-
mate change (Igun and Williams 2015; Mzoiwu et al. 2017).
The change of land usc and land cover is more noticeable
over urban areas of the world. Change of land use and land
cover plays a significant role on changing the regional ch-
mate (Jahan et al. 2021; Nagarajan and Basil 2014; Grimm
ctal. 2008). Conversion of natural green vegetation to urban
built-up land is mainly responsible for change in regional
climate (Argueso et al. 2013; Imran et al. 2018, 2019, b).
The urbanization induced concretization replace natural sur-
face with impermeable concrete structure such as industrial
and residential buildings, parking knots and impervious
roads (Babalola and Akinsanola 2016; Patra et al. 20018).
This urban conversion leads to lower albedo and higher
absorption of heat ultimately leads to higher land surface
temperature (L5T) in urban areas. Thus, LST rises over the
cities due to the effect of built environment and concrete
structure (Neog 2022). The higher LST in the urban areas
companng to the ncarby areas is known as urban heat island
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The Kobai System among the Tiwa of North East India: A
Study on their Matrilineal System

Foakuim Pacar
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Y A LI S AT ST AT
Kaoslaai, Tiwa, Wiwn ww apwak abowi tw mairlincad descent oybem dn Todia, we gencvally onider
Marrillineal, Descent the Kb fainnia and Gare of Meghalaya and Nayars of conreal Kerala as a maaoeilineal

gresap, Flowever, e Tiwa crvder inlsalasing beoween she borders of Assam and Moghalaya alve
Prstetries meatrilincd ge sand smatrilocal residenr wdnicl b oe mot been stndved by ctlmograplicrs
im aletadl, Simor dlor FON floere Buas b a gradnal frangformairon of the fweage sysiom
af vl revbe, wirh the inorvase of pareilecal rendenor and pareilincage. Tnfereaingly. me
propecr stwdly bas raken place on tlve Tiaa woatridinead descewr syideren ared ity contimaily @
change. fn tiw iiglt of tiv abeve statement, s paper siwbics e kebai system and explores the
eenerad fraiwres of the Tiwa descent pysteen and fo wndersiand the frafectory af chamnge from
wrastrrsd incaal fo pareilincal desoenr.

Introduction

Every society incorporates some Dasic components in jes system of reckoning kinship: family,
marriage, post marital residence to regulate the behaviors of its members. G.I% Murdock (1981)
recorded 565 martrilineal systems, and in India, we have three known marrilineal societies i.e., the Khasis
and Garos of Meghalaya in the North-East and the Nayars or the MNairs of Kerela. The martrilineal
societies of Normh East India have been widely studied and discussed in various series from time o
cime. Howewer, the Tiwa c-\rn;q,'ull_'_r the Hill dwellers who has been praceicing martrilineal descent and
matrilocal marriage has not received much attention. In the following paragraphs 1 will be discussing
the H_I.'rll.'ljl fratures of the Tiwa soCicty such as f'a1'||i|:|.'. kilnh'ip.. II1leii.F_l.' and descent system to Fi“: a
overview of the Tiwa martrilineal system and the trajectory of changes that has come to their society.

The Tiwa are an Indo-Mongoloid tribe and descendent of the Bodo family of the Tibeto-Burman
branch of the Sino-Tibetan s}!rcuh l:a.rnil:v. Scrtled in Muorigaon, Magaon, Kalurl.lp.._lnrl:ut. Dhemaji
and Karbi Anglong districts of Assam and Ri-Bhoi district of Meghalaya, the Tiwa have long been
referred to as "Lalung™ or “Laloo™ by other neighboring groups (Khasi-Jaintia, Karbi) (Pavar, 2021).
The Baranfis (Ahom chronicles) used terms like *Lalung’, "Garo” and "Danviyalias’ interchangeably vo
denote the Tiwa people (Bhuyan 2001). The people in question however, refer to themsclves as Tiwa.
They are divided into two socio-cultural groups, those settled in the plains who speak Assamese and
follow a patrilineal descent system bearing Assamese patronyms, and those residing in the hills, speaking
a Tibero-Burman hnpu!:c of the Bodo-Garo Eroups, that follow a matrilineal descent systerm. Thus the
Tiwa follow a bilateral descent system which recognizes thar descent may be traced from cither the

Plaase oive s avniole as: Pasar K., The Kolai System among the Tiwa of Mok Bass Dnadia: A Sody oo dheir Maarilines] Syseem -
Amirocwm . af Antivapelagy 191 (2023} pp. SI3-518
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The Indian freedom struggle was one of the biggest mass movements

witnessed in’ the country. It saw the large scale participation of adult
males, females and children from all walks of life representing vari
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frecdom struggle and it is because of the total resistance of the whole nation
that the imperialist rule foundered upon.!
Man and Society, Journal of North-East Studies, is - ;
devoted to publication of professional and academic Indians seized their freedom from the yoke of British colonial rule on
articles in the social, political, economic, anthropology August 15, 1947. To accomplish such an epoch-makin, illi
x ; g % 5 g event, millions of
and security related issues of North-East India. It is Indians across undivided India, from the coast of Kerala to the mountai
published bianually every summer and winter. £K A 3 O
of Kashmir and from the remote hills of Arunachal Pradesh 1o the sands

of Sindh, toiled hard. They sufered uncountable atrocitics, took bullets on
their chest, and sustained pain and injury to get our Independence. Some
leaders contributed immensely to motivating the Indian masses to take
UP both arms as well as non-violent ways to achieve their common goal.
i mllﬂsw of Indian history are replete with events of glorious deeds of
Putriotism and sacrifice. However, thousands. of patriots and numerous

Slances of sacrifice in dj ferent comers of the country have gone unnoticed
iind Unrecorded,
o a When India geined its Independence, historians gave credit to only
W individuals despit : —_— f 1 fighters
i irathi i It e greal sacrifices of millions of freedom fighters.
Publlished by Bhagirathi Panda for ICSSR. Marth Eastern Regional Centre ronicat), g
il ome of the reedom struggle were termed
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is immensely useful for social science faculry, smadents, scholars and teachers,
policymakers, administrators, international organisations, think tanks and NGOs
working in the area.

D. Ravinder

Deparmment of Political Science,

Osmania University, Hyderabad, Telangana, India
prof.dravinderiagmail. com

Ashok Panka), Atul Sarma and Antora Borah (Eds.), Soclal Sector
Development in North-East India. New Delhi: SAGE Publishing, 2021,
xxiii + 404 pp, T1595, ISBN: 978-93-5388-532-8 (HB)

DOk 1011770019556 1221097831

It is seen that most books on Northeast India while depicting the diversities of the
region present an essentalised linear narrative as if Northeast India lacks an inter-
nal variation and is all about tribalism, geographical remoteness, insurgency and
economic backwardness. What 1s missed out is that there might be multiple narra-
tves and contextualised understanding of Northeast India and that there is diver-
sity within diversities in the region. For instance, much of the history of Sikkim is
not similar to the other seven states of the region. Nor does it share the menace of
ethnic insurgency that has beset other seven north-eastern states in varying
degrees. Thus, linear nammatives lead to what Chimamanda Ngozie Adichie bas
evocatively called the “‘danger of a single story’ (Ted, 2009). It may be noted that
New Delhi’s policy formulation for the Northeast India often ignores the region’s
rich diversities. The book under review edited by Ashok Pankaj, Aml Sarma and
Antora Borah is an exception in that it rejects a one-size-fits-all approach to depict
the Social Sector Development (SSD) of Northeast India. It presents Northeast
India in 2 new light, debunking several myths that people have towards the region.
It has taken note of the internal diversities of Northeast India while macing the
trajectory of SSD in the region SSD issues of the region have not received ade-
quate attention the way they should have. SSD has, as the book reveals, the poten-
tial to become a part of a strategic goal in that it could also give a fillip to the Act
East Policy of India. Sanjib Baruah (2020) has rightly pointed out elsewhere that
the name Northeast India irself and the policies rowards it are a result of a senes
of securiry-onented decisions of the post-colonial Indian state. The editors and the
contributors of the book under review have tried to relocate the development per-
spectives on Northeast India beyond the prisms of security-centric planning and
orientations.

This riveting book tries to caprure the scenario of SSD in Northeast India com-
prehensively. It has fifteen chapters in total (including the Introduction) divided
into seven different sections. The editors and the contributing suthors bave chosen
parameters such as education, health, governance and socio-economic issues such
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