
ATMANIRBHAR BHARAT
National Seminar On

Opportunities and Challenges 
with 

Special Focus on North-East India
(Hybrid Mode)
1st April, 2023

Organized by 
IQAC, Gargaon College

Simaluguri, Sivasagar, Assam 



CONCEPT NOTE OF THE SEMINAR

The COVID-19 pandemic has changed the entire world drastically. The Government of
India in the month of May 2020 gave a call for Atmanirbhar Bharat together with the
announcements of a special economic package of rupees twenty lakh crores to enhance the
economic empowerment of the underprivileged, laborers, and migrants. Atmanirbhar
Bharat Abhiyaan or Self-reliant India campaign is the vision of New India envisaged by
the Government of India with the aim to give a new boost to the economic potential of the
country. The term 'Atmanirbhar' is used as an umbrella concept in relation to making
India "a bigger and more important part of the global economy" by pursuing policies that
are efficient, competitive resilient, and being self-sustaining, and self-generating. The five
Pillars, namely economy, infrastructure, technology-driven system, vibrant demography,
and demand have been considered essential to make India self-reliant.

The Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyaan envisages preparing India for severe competition in
global supply chains, improving business ease, empowering MSMEs, attracting
investments, particularly FDI, and boosting Make in India policies. In a nutshell, it
advocates a 'voice for local'. The basic idea is to promote local industries and consume
local produce wherever possible so that the long-term effects of an increase in demand can
be used to develop the domestic industries and make them gradually self-reliant.

Many policymakers have envisaged the possibility of utilizing the diverse potential of
North East India in order to boost ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’. The region has a huge scope
to drive and propel growth and socio-economic development. Rich natural resources
combined with a wide scope of tourism, cottage industries, sustainable agriculture, small
and medium business sectors etc., and indigenous practices give the northeast the potential
to play a key role in the journey of development.

However, despite the efforts at policy formulation to cater to the developmental needs of
the northeastern region, a development strategy based upon prevailing resources,
conditions, and people’s needs and priorities of the region needs to be envisaged in order
to cope with the vast disparities within the region. The development strategy for the
various tribes in the region will have to be participatory and should be calibrated in their
own setting. In this direction, deliberations and discussions are essential to bring together
researchers, academicians, professionals, and students from different areas to interact and
disseminate information on the prospects and challenges of Atmanirbhar Bharat. 



To bring together researchers, academicians, professionals, and students from
all areas to interact and disseminate information on the prospects and
challenges of Atmanirbhar Bharat with respect to the states of North East
India.
To deliberate upon the structural changes required for promoting self-reliance
in the states of North East India
To discuss the rich culture and heritage of North East India for promoting
Atmanirbhar Bharat.
To identify the indigenous knowledge, traditional skills, and practices of North
East India and their role in the development of entrepreneurship in the region.

Agri-entrepreneurship for achieving Atmanirbhar Bharat.
Sustainable Agriculture for Atmanirbhar Bharat.
Atmanirbhar Bharat and prospects of MSME sector.
Start-ups for Atmanirbhar Bharat.
Vocal for local- promoting the local products to find a global market.
Scope of social work practice for self-reliant India.
Role of social institutions and social relations towards Atmanirbhar Bharat.

The aim of this seminar is to discuss the various prospects and challenges of
Atmanirbhar Bharat in the Northeast Region of India and provide a platform to
deliberate upon the structural changes required for the region in order to become
self-reliant.
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Sl. No Presenter Title

1 Dr. Krishna Surjya DasAssistant Professor OKD
Institute of Social Change and DevelopmentGuwahati,
Assam, India

Youth Employment and Unemployment
– Where the Concerns Lie?

2 Dr. Mokhalles M MehdiAssistant Professor Fortune
Institute of International Business, New Delhi

Possible Challenges of Artisan Owned
Micro-Enterprises in the
AtmanirbharBharat Abhiyan
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Overview of the Seminar

In tune with the Azadi Ka Mahtosav, IQAC of Gargaon College of Sivasagar
organized a National Seminar on Atmanirbhar Bharat: Opportunities and Challenges
with Special Focus on North East India on April 01, 2023. Speaking at the event, Dr.
Sabyasachi Mahanta, eminent academic, poet, and Principal of Gargaon College,
highlighted that an Atmanirbhar Bharat (self-reliant India) advocates 'vocal for
local.'The Atmanirbhar Bharat mission,under the leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi,envisages preparing India for severe competition in global supply
chains, improving business, empowering MSMEs, attracting investments, particularly
FDI, and boosting 'Make in India' policies. Dr. Mahanta highly eulogized the endeavor
of Dr. Surajit Saikia, the Convenor of the seminar, and other members for organizing
the event. Dr. Mahanta hoped that deliberations in the national seminar would go a
long way in paving the way for new thinking and successful implementation of the
mission of Atmanirbhar Bharat. 
Biman Chandra Boruah, the governing body's president, inaugurated the seminar. In
his keynote address, Prof. Debabrata Das, the Vice Chancellor of the Rajiv Gandhi
University of Co-operative Management, enthralled the audience with his thought-
provoking lecture on "Strategising for Atmanirbhar Bharat." Prof Das highlighted that
Atmanirbhar Bharat is not about incremental growth but human capacity building and
preparing for a quantum jump to transform the Indian economy into a US$ 7 trillion
economic powerhouse in the next two decades. He pointed out that the five Pillars of
Atmanirbhar Bharat are economy, infrastructure, system, demography, and demand.
Another dignitary of the inaugural session was Dr. Alok Ranjan Dutta, Associate
Professor, Department of Economics, who briefly highlighted the prospects and
challenges of Atmanirbhar Bharat. Apart from pointing out the areas with scope for
entrepreneurship, he also argued that India needs to work on import substitution and
export promotion for self-reliance. Dr. Shyamolima Saikia, Assistant Professor of
English at Gargaon College, anchored the inaugural session. 
Researchers and academics from different parts of India participated in the eventand
presented about 40 research papers in the seminar that was held in a hybrid mode.Dr.
Krishna Surjya Das and Dr. Mokhalles M. Mehdi of Omiya Kumar Das Institute of
Social Change and Development, Guwahati and Fortune Institute of International
Business, New Delhi respectively presented two special papers. Dr. Surajit Saikia,
Convenor of the seminar and IQAC Co-ordinator, gave a vote of thanks to all
concerned. 



INAUGURAL AND TECHNICAL SESSION OF NATIONAL SEMINAR

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aTwJMnDY6vI

NATIONAL SEMINAR ON ATMANIRBHAR BHARAT- TECHNICAL SESSION
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-HzmUdWetBo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aTwJMnDY6vI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-HzmUdWetBo




NEWS PAPER CLIPPINGS OF THE EVENT



NEWS PAPER CLIPPINGS OF THE EVENT




